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Using The Word Evolution In Schools
by Nash Malczewski
Evolution. It’s a controversial 
topic in schools today. But why 
is that? Well, in 1925, a teacher 
named John Scopes who lived 
in Tennesee tried to teach 
his students about evolution. 
However, people in the town 
soon caught wind of this, and 
he was sent to jail. Later, he 
had a trial that lasted for eight 
days. He was found guilty of 
breaking the Butler Act, which 
was Tennesee outright put-
ting a ban on teaching evolu-
tion in schools. He was fined 
$100, which is about $1,300 
in today’s money. This hasn’t 
changed since then, so teachers 
have had to change the name, 
and teach it as a “different” 
subject. For example, here at 
Ottawa Hills, we teach Change 
Over Time and say that it is 
just a theory in order to have it 
taught.

Personally, I don’t think that 
there’s any problem with 
using the word “Evolution” 
in a science unit. Sure, it may 
conflict with a religious be-
lief, but that’s fine because no 
matter what, even if you don’t 
believe in evolution, it is still 
an important subject to learn 
about. Evo-
lution will 
always be a 
key part of 
science and 
growth of 
creatures, 
so pretend-
ing like it 
doesn’t exist 
cannot help 
us succeed 
as a species. 
As Paul 
Genzman 
(8th Grade 

Science/Math Teacher) says, 
“Nothing in biology makes 
sense without evolution.”

Source(s): https://futurism.
com/battle-teach-evolution-
public-schools-far-from-over, 
Mr. Genzman

Kadens Family Fitness Center Update
by Ryaan Bhuiyan

This month, the Kadens Family 
Fitness Center finally opened. 
The multiple month-long con-
struction job was finished on 
time, and shown to the public 
at the Open House. After the 
ribbon-cutting, it was open for 
students to use.

However, before using the 
equipment, students from 
grades 7-12 need to attend 
a 15-30 minute orientation 
with Mr. Yuschak, the center’s 
new on-site coordinator. After 
attending this orientation, they 
can use the fitness center either 
alone or with a sports team.

This fitness center was funded 
with the help of many differ-

ent donors; most notably Pete 
Kadens and Amy Kadens (‘96, 
‘99). They donated $500,000 to 
our schools, which went into 
building the fitness center and 
for a unique fund for bringing 
different speakers to come to 
our schools.

The groundbreaking for the 
fitness center was on May 23 of 
2019, and construction contin-
ued until January of 2020. The 
fitness center is a 4,000 square 
feet facility, with all new equip-
ment installed.

The opening of the Kadens 
Family Fitness Center was 
much needed for our schools 
and is a huge step forward for 

our schools. The school is also 
thinking about a Courtyard 
Commons, to take up the rel-
atively unused space near Mr. 
Linday’s room.
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Dog of the Month Peppermint 
by Catherine Rhegness

Cat of the Month Angel
by Catherine Rhegness

The January Dog of the Month 
is a one-year-old puppy named 
Peppermint. She is a black/
white, large, mixed breed. 
Peppermint loves playgroups 
and gets along great with other 
dogs. She carries lively energy 
wherever she goes and loves 
going for walks. Peppermint 
loves attention and is seeking a 
home where she will be given 

love and affection. She would 
make a loyal companion and a 
loving, kind and playful family 
member. 

Peppermint can be found at 
the Toledo Humane Society. 
Its location is 827 Illinois Ave, 
Maumee, OH 43537 and they 
can be reached at (419) 891-
0705.

The January Cat of the Month 
is a seventeen-year-old named 
Angel. She is a grey, domestic 
shorthair/mix. Angel has been 
a stray for the past couple of 
years. She resorted to a lady’s 
garage where she gave An-
gel food everyday until she 
brought her here. Angel is gen-
tle and great with children. She 
is looking for a home where 

she can relax and receive the 
love she has been longing for 
her whole life. Angel will melt 
your heart with her love and 
kindness.

Angel can be found at the Tole-
do Humane Society. Its loca-
tion is 827 Illinois Ave, Mau-
mee, OH 43537 and they can 
be reached at (419) 891-0705.

Deforestation
by Ryaan Bhuiyan

With all the bad news in the 
world, it’s not every day that 
we see some good in the world. 
One of the main problems that 
we have in the world is the de-
forestation of trees all around 
the world. This problem has 
been shown on news, and ev-
eryone knows about it, but not 
many people are trying to act 
on it to fix it. 

Forests cover over 30% of the 
Earth’s land surface and pro-
vide oxygen for living things to 
breathe. However, over the last 
25 years, forests have shrunk 
by 502,000 square miles. If that 
was a country, it would be the 

19th largest in the world, right 
in front of Peru.

This is a problem because 80% 
of life lives in forest and tree 
habitats. Not only this, but 
many countries use wood for 
many of their resources. Ac-
cording to an FAO report from 
2018, ¾ of the Earth’s freshwa-
ter comes from forested wa-
tersheds. Trees absorb carbon 
dioxide, lessening greenhouse 
gas emissions, Tropical trees 
alone are estimated to provide 
about 23% of the climate mit-
igation that’s needed to offset 
climate change.

There have been attempts to 
fix this, however. On October 
25, a charity was started called 
Team Trees which aimed to 
plant 20,000,000 trees by 2020. 
A large mass of support from 
famous YouTubers helped push 
this campaign, and they ended 
up meeting their goal. Hope-
fully, in the future, there will 
be more movements like this 
so that we can save our planet.
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Culture
Disney Easter Eggs
by Andrew Sturtz and Kathryn Allen

Recently Disney has come out 
with Disney+, it is a Disney 
watching platform. Summed 
up it is a Disney version of 
Netflix. Disney is connected 
through objects in movies such 
as the famous Pixar ball and 
more. The interconnectedness 
can help predict movies that 
haven’t been released yet. This 
connectedness is also known 
as easter eggs.
Disney easter eggs are in every 
movie, whether it is a more no-
ticeable or a smaller and more 
hidden one. One of the biggest 
easter eggs is Rapunzel and 
Flinn’s appearance on Corona-
tion day in the movie Frozen. 

Another example is when you 
can see Maleficent’s spinning 
wheel in Tangled. In Tarzan, 
Terk is seen playing with the 
Beauty and the Beast’s tea set 
comprised of Mrs. Potts and 
chip. These are just a few easter 
eggs out of many. In every Dis-
ney movie whether you notice 
it or not there are many easter 
eggs.

Is the Movie “Split” Really a Thing?
by Carlo Carrubba

Obviously we know that mov-
ies contain a LOT of fiction. 
But how realistic can they get? 
I will be analyzing the movie 
“Split” and how closely it mir-
rors the symptoms of Dissocia-
tive personality disorder. DID 
(previously known as Split 
Personality Disorder) is a men-
tal illness where a person who 
has undergone great suffering 
or trauma “dissociates” their 
identity into different person-
alities. It is not to be confused 
with schizophrenia, as the 
people with DID aren’t imag-
ining their alters. We know for 
sure that this disorder is real 
because the alters a person has 
have no memories of the per-
son’s life or actions. So, let’s get 
right into the article! Beware, 
spoilers lie ahead (although if 
you still haven’t seen the movie 
to this day, maybe you should 

go see it?). 
 
 Let’s start with the 
number of personalities Kev-
in encompasses. He has 23 of 
them, not including the Beast. 
This is actually not that much 
of an outlier in the community 
of DID because the average 
personality number gauged in 
a person with this disorder is 
16. The way James McAvoy’s 
performance is so versatile to 
fit the demands of his “person-
alities” is impressive. 

We don’t see every single one 
of Kevin’s personalities in the 
movie but we do know the key 
ones: Patricia, Dennis, Hedwig, 
Barry, and Kevin. This fact 
brings us to another question 
regarding Split: Can people 
undergo physiological chang-
es due to their personality 

shifts? The answer is maybe. A 
person’s brain may shift their 
personality as well as shift the 
hormone production in a per-
son. For example, a personality 
similar to the Beast may have 
more adrenaline production 
because of its great strength. 
Even a personality like Patricia 
could take place by increasing 
the levels of estrogen in the 
body of a person. Although 
changes like these could very 
well take place, the disorder 
would have to be very extreme 
in the person (and sudden 
changes in things like muscle 
mass could not happen).

One more very strange thing 
that happens during the movie 
Split is that by calling Kevin’s 
full name out, you “summon 
him”. This is unlikely to work
Continued on page 5
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Book Review
Crazy Rich Asians
by Emme DeMilt

As many book readers and 
moviegoers know, movies are 
not always an accurate rep-
resentation of a book. Last 
month, I read the book that 
was the base for the popular 
movie, Crazy Rich Asians. 
In this book, Rachel Chu is 
so excited to go to Singapore 
with her long-term boyfriend 
to meet his family. Once she 
gets there she realizes that 
Nick is very wealthy and is in a 
string of rich and slightly crazy 
families. She now has to deal 
with jealous socialites, quirky 
relatives and something even 
worse: Nick’s disapproving 
mother.
This movie is a little off from 
the book. Although the plot 
stays pretty much the same, the 
details of the movie stray from 
those of the book. Movie direc-
tors often times have trouble 
getting every little detail in 
long books. However, despite 
the straying of the details, the 
other factors of the movie are 
good. For example, the acting 
was exquisite. Constance Wu, 
who portrayed Rachel Chu, 
did a very good job acting in 

the movie. She brought us to 
laughs and many tears. She did 
that alongside Henry Golding 
who portrayed nick young-an-
other fantastic acting job. They 
also pretty much got the char-
acters personality’s right. Nicks 
disapproving mother was 
spot on to not only how she 
looked, but how she acted. The 
mother was played by Michelle 
Yeoh. Golding also nailed the 
charming and wittiness of Nick 
Young. Overall I would recom-
mend this movie, but I wished 
it stayed more faithful to the 
details of the book. 

Breakdown:
One thing I liked about the 
movie: the acting 
One thing I wished the movie 
had: more details that were in 
the book
Do I wish for a sequel: yes 
Maturity rating: PG 13
Overall rating of the movie: 
7.5/10

Many people read the book 
before the movie. Typically 
I really like to do that, but 
with Crazy Rich Asians I 
watched the movie first. As I 
said before, the book is more 
detailed than the movie. But 
the plotline is pretty much 
the exact same. Although the 
movie did leave out some 
scenes that were pretty big.  
Kevin Kwan wrote the series 
and is a very talented writer. In 
the book, there are very good 
descriptions of the characters, 
places, and food. When I was 
reading the book, it was like I 
was enjoying Singapore with 
the vibrant characters of the 

book.  I also really enjoyed 
the creative characters and 
family lines that Kwan came 
up with. The book made 
me laugh, cry, and scream it 
different parts and sometimes 
in the very same scene. The 
book also kept me hooked the 
whole entire time. One thing 
I wish about the book is that 
it was a little less confusing. 
At some times in the book, 
I got lost for a few seconds 
since it jumps from the views 
of different characters. But 
as Kevin did this it made 
the book interesting when it 
wasn’t confusing. Overall I 
really loved this book and I’m 
excited to read the other two 
books in the series. 

Breakdown:

One thing I liked about the 
book: the descriptions about 
people, places, and thing
One thing I didn’t like about 
the book: It was confusing at 
certain times
Am I going to read the sequel 
books: yes
Maturity rating: PG 15
Overall rating: 8.25/10
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 in a random situation, as the 
main personality would be the 
“original person”, and not some 
other one like Barry. So calling 
the personality’s name would 
not summon them, but remind 
the dominant one about a cer-
tain personality. Another thing 
that is not true about DID is 
that one can’t switch out per-
sonalities at will, and it can’t be 
identified by a casual observ-
er because the personalities 
usually are not very different to 
the untrained eye.

There is no question about 
whether DID is real, but Split 

does not mirror it ful-
ly. Of course, it must be 
acknowledged that Split 
is a movie, and DID is 
something occurring in 
real life. The symptoms of 
this troubling disorder are 
still being discussed and 
researched. So, my conclu-
sion to this article is that 
Split has some degree of 
reality, but could be more 
realistic.

Is the Movie “Split” Really a Thing? Continued


