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Courtyard Survey
by Bella Fontana

If you could make the court-
yard into ANYTHING what 
would you change it into? 
What are your thoughts on the 
new possible revisions to the 
courtyard? Based on your sec-
ond answer, what would you 
have in it and name it? Would 
you simply clean up the court-
yard and leave it the way it is? 
These are the four questions I 
asked in the survey I created 
and sent to the junior high 
students. 
Forty-three students respond-
ed to the survey and there 
were mixed emotions but in 
general, they were positive. 
Some responses were very 
interesting but there were also 

a lot of good 
ideas mixed in. 
A few answers 
really stood 
out.  A learning center (SIP 
or Starbucks type place)” was 
the number one answer. I do 
believe it is a good idea and 
would benefit many students 
in the building.   
A soccer field was another sug-
gestion for the space. “It would 
just be a basic soccer field 
and it would be called Cruyff 
Arena,” explained a student. I 
do believe that another sports 
area would be interesting. I do 
believe that it would be good 
to have but not necessarily 
needed. 

One last common theme 
among answers include, ‘’I 
think it’s a very good idea 
(changing the courtyard). 
However, we should consider 
air conditioning as our first 
priority.” I think that this 
would be amazing. I complete-
ly agree with this student. I 
think that to better the school 
air conditioning should be 
another thing that should be 
considered, especially if they 
have leftover money. Thank 
you to everyone that filled out 
the survey!  

Rare Disease Day
by Nash Malczewski

Rare Disease Day is a special 
day celebrated every year on 
the last day of February. It was 
established on February 29, 
2008, which can be considered 
a rare date because it only 
occurs once every 4 years. This 
year, Rare Disease Day is on 
Saturday, February 29. It cele-
brates the 400 million people 
that have one of the 5,000-
8,000 rare diseases worldwide. 
That means that an estimated 
1 out of every 15 people have a 
rare disease.

There are even organizations 
dedicated to helping people 
with rare diseases such as 
the Avalon Foundation. The 
Avalon Foundation is currently 
set on helping kids with Hy-
pophosphatasia, a rare disease 
that can cause bone fracturing 
and bone deformity. Avalon 

Budd, founder of the Ava-
lon Foundation states, “Rare 
Disease Day is a day where 
we celebrate those who are 
unique and different in our 
lives and community and how 
these people are going through 
rough times and are finding 
ways to take them in stride. 
The Avalon Foundation helps 
kids and teens going through 
painful medical treatments 
by sending them a box full 
of incentives that they have 
on a wishlist to help them get 
through it”. The Avalon Foun-
dation sends gift-boxes called 
PainBoxes to people with 
Hypophosphatasia when they 
take their medicine because it’s 
incredibly painful, and the gifts 
just make everything a little 
more bearable. 
People have even held fund-
raisers every year since 2008 

for the many diseases since 
the day was created. Another 
active foundation for Rare 
Diseases would be NORD, 
or the National Organiza-
tion for Rare Diseases. They 
help spread their information 
on diseases and how to help 
fight the diseases. Speaking of 
which, you can even support 
the battle against rare diseases 
by donating money or time by 
volunteering, or even by doing 
more research on your own 
and sharing your information. 
After all, when people need 
our help, it’s nice to help them, 
because we may need their 
help someday.

To learn more go to http://
www.kidscaringforkids.org/
and https://rarediseases.org/. 
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Dog of the Month
by Catherine Rhegness

Cat of the Month
by Catherine Rhegness

The February Dog of the 
Month is an eight year old dog 
named Benny Mae. She is a 
brown mixed breed. Benny 
Mae was transferred to the 
Toledo Area Humane Society 
at the end of January in search 
of her forever home. She is 
currently getting treated for 
heartworm disease and has to 
restrict her movement for the 
next eight weeks. Benny Mae 
also has arthritis in her spine, 
causing her much pain. She is 
one of the most affectionate 
dogs you will meet, showing 

love and kindness even when 
she isn’t feeling well. Benny 
Mae also loves spending time 
with people and will always 
stick by your side. She is one of 
the kindest dogs you will meet 
and would make a great family 
member.

Benny Mae can be found at the 
Toledo Maumee Society which 
is located at 827 Illinois Ave, 
Maumee, OH 43537. Their 
phone is (419) 891-0705.

The February Cat of the Month 
is a seven year old named 
Socrates. He is a brown/white 
domestic shorthair mix. Soc-
rates was taken to the humane 
society in early February in 
search of a new, loving home. 
He is a mellow cat who enjoys 
observing the world around 
him. Socrates will be right by 
your side to comfort you and 
love you in times of distress. 
He is great with children and 

other cats. Socrates would 
make a great companion and 
family member.

Socrates can be found at the 
Toledo Maumee Society which 
is located at 827 Illinois Ave, 
Maumee, OH 43537. Their 
phone is (419) 891-0705.

Is Tupac Shakur Alive?
by Ali Sediqe

On September 7, 1996, Amer-
ican rapper Tupac Shakur was 
shot dead in LA while watch-
ing a boxing match. Or was 
he? Many people believe that 
2pac never died, making this 
one of the biggest American 
conspiracies. So let’s dive in. 
Is he alive, or is he dead? The 
conventional wisdom is what 
I stated above, that he is dead. 
One recent theory by filmmak-

er Rick Boss who is filming a 
movie about what he thinks 
actually happened to 2Pac. 
The movie is called 2Pac: The 
Great Escape From UMC. It is 
about 2Pac once hearing about 
a planned attempt on his life 
places a body double in Suge 
Knight’s (his good friend he 
was with that night) BMW and 
escaped to University Medical 
Center in Las Vegas, then went 

down to a Navajo Tribe in New 
Mexico for protection, where 
federal agents couldn’t get 
him. Boss claims that these are 
facts through certain people 
he knows. Another theory 
(not being made into a movie) 
from 2Pac’s bodyguard is that 
he helped smuggle Shakur’s 
body to Cuba. The last of the 4 
prominent theories 
Continued on page 3
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Is Synesthesia Really a Thing?
by Carlo Carrubba

Synesthesia- or the ability to 
“connect” two or more of your 
senses has long been looked 
upon as a mental illness, or a 
made-up condition. Today, I 
will be uncovering whether 
this condition is a hoax or the 
real deal. 

The first piece of evidence that 
is in support of synesthesia is 
certain studies done on the 
brain in relation to sound. 
These tests showed that when 
a sound was played for the 
person with synesthesia, not 
only did the “sound part” of 
the brain activate but so did 
the visual cortex.

The same thing was done with 
letters or numbers, and the vi-
sual cortex or some other part 
of the brain also came alive 
when another was stimulated. 
The region of the brain that 
plays a role in synesthetic ex-
periences is called the parietal 
lobe. 

The parietal lobe is the area 
of the brain that is able to 

connect two or more senses. 
This process is called percep-
tual binding. In order to have 
a synesthetic experience, the 
perceptual binding must occur.

 
Another very interesting fact 
is that people with synesthesia 
are not found to have any psy-
chotic illness such as schizo-
phrenia or a psychopathic 
diagnostic. This is what proves 
that synesthesia is its “own 
thing” if really a thing at all.
Some oppose these arguments 
by saying that everyone expe-

riences synesthesia. To counter 
that, a famous study on synes-
thetes showed that people that 
weren’t synesthetes seldom 
associated the same color with 
the same object twice. The 
ones with synesthesia were 
those that kept constant.
 
Right now, only 4% of the 
world has come forward with 
this condition. Scientists are 
expecting the numbers of 
those who will come forward 
to go up because as this topic 
builds momentum upon itself, 
more people will be willing to 
talk about it.

Since there is little evidence to 
counter the existence of syn-
esthesia and much to support 
it, I stand by the fact that 
synesthesia is a real condi-
tion. Proven by brain scans, 
and studies upon studies, this 
condition seems more existent 
than ever. I believe it with all of 
my senses. 

Peace out.

(those are that he is dead, he 
is in a Navajo Tribe, he is in 
Cuba, and the one I’m about 
to state) is Suge Knight’s son 
claiming that 2Pac is alive 
through a series of bizarre 
Instagram posts and claims of 
him being seen in South Af-
rica, but he later reversed his 
claim. There are many other 
small ideas and claims about 
2Pac and “insiders” who know 
what happened to him and all 

these theories have their own 
mini cults, but we don’t have 
enough room to cover them. 
All in all, this is probably a 
mystery that will never be 
solved. One thing we do know 
for sure is that Rick Boss will 
make a lot of money with that 
new movie of his.

TuPac Continued
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Sonic the Hedgehog: A Modern Masterpiece
by Ryaan Bhuiyan

A Sonic fan at any given 
moment is probably disap-
pointed. With almost no good 
games over the last decade, 
why wouldn’t they be? After 
the Sonic movie was first an-
nounced, people did not have 
very high hopes. Expectations 
were low, and morale was even 
lower.

At this point, there was at least 
a little hope for the movie. 
Maybe it could be good and 
surprise us all. And then the 
trailer dropped. The abomina-
tion which was the first sonic 
trailer was the scariest thing I 
have ever seen. All hope was 
lost for this movie. Sonic’s face 
haunts me to this day, and will 
probably be the last thing I see 
before I leave this earth. Who 
thought it would be a good 
idea to give this thing human 
teeth?! He looked like the kid 
in Jumanji when he turns into 
a monkey. Even popsicle sonic 
looks better, to be perfectly 
honest.

Anyways, the internet bullied 
the entire studio so much, that 
they just scrapped the origi-
nal animation and pushed the 
movie back 4 months. If they 
didn’t, I would cry myself to 
sleep every single night. But 
they did, and that new rede-
sign was finally released on 
Valentine’s Day this year. I 
watched it the day it came out 
with the boys, and we would 
all give it a solid 11/10 because 
it is that great.

The movie takes place in Green 
Hills, Montana(it’s not a real 

place, I checked. Disappointed, 
but not surprised), and follows 
Sonic, who lives all alone and 
no-one knows about him. One 
day, he’s playing a game of 
baseball against himself (kind 
of pathetic, no offense) and 
becomes upset over how lonely 
he is. He accidentally triggers 
an electromagnetic pulse with 
his supersonic speed(as you 
do), the power goes out over 
the Pacific Northwest. The 
U.S. Government sends genius 
Dr. Robotnik(portrayed by 
Jim Carrey) to find out what 
happened, and Police Officer 
Tom Wachowski(James Mars-
den) shoots Sonic(voice of Ben 
Schwartz) with a tranquilizer 
gun. Then they have to escape 
from Robotnik and get to San 
Francisco, and that’s basically 
the plot.

The reception of this movie 
has been mixed, but don’t let 
that fool you. Critics attack the 
movie, but the fans absolutely 
love the movie. The accumu-
lative critic review score on 
Metacritic is a 47/100, but the 
fan’s score is 8.6/10. The new 
redesign is beautiful, but what 
really impresses me is that they 
actually changed it for the fans. 
I love that 
the movie 
flows well 
and is com-
pletely fun. 
It’s clear that 
a majority 
of the things 
in the film 
were added 
just to make 
fans happy. 

It even has a bar fight scene, 
which is kinda strange, but 
I’m okay with it. There are 
some parts that seem a little bit 
cliched, and Sonic does floss 
twice (the dance, not his teeth), 
but it’s still a good movie.

Jim Carrey shines in his role as 
Dr. Robotnik, and it lets him 
finally tap into the hectic ener-
gy that kickstarted his acting 
career. It’s an absolute joy every 
time he’s on-screen, and he 
even does a dance at one point. 
His role in this movie reminds 
me of his prior roles and it’s 
wonderful.
I recommend this movie for 
people who just like kid-like 
fun and those who enjoyed 
the games. Even for those who 
don’t enjoy kids’ movies, there 
are things that make this movie 
enjoyable too.

All in all, Sonic The Hedgehog 
is probably one of the greatest 
movies of the year so far, dare 
I say this decade. It’s so nostal-
gic and it’s a great nod to what 
Sonic used to be, pure fun 
energy. I think that you should 
watch it today if you can. Get 
out and see it soon.




