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Is Complete Unconsciousness Really a Thing?
by Carlo Carrubba

You lay down in your soft bed, 
you turn off the light on your 
bedside, wish your mom and 
dad goodnight, and as they walk 
out of the room, boom, you go 
out like a lightbulb. 

So, are you unconscious?

Many people would 
respond yes to this 
question. But you may 
be interested in learning 
that sleep is not uncon-
sciousness. When one is 
asleep, he or she may be 
aroused if the stimuli are 
strong enough, like your 
alarm clock ringing, or 
your dog barking. On 
the other hand, if one is 
unconscious, the brain is 
unable to respond to the 
stimuli around it.

But, unconsciousness does 
not work by “switching off the 
brain”. It occurs when the pro-
cesses in the brain are in some 
way isolated, or in other words, 
parts of the brain that usually 

talk to each other get out of sync 
when the brain is unconscious. For 
example, when someone is sedated 
for surgery, anesthesia works to iso-
late the processes in the brain that 
keep you awake, like pain, or vision, 
so that you “fall unconscious”. In 
the early stages of sedation, it is 
shown that information and com-

munication in the brain is massively 
slowed. Another interesting thing 
that happens is that areas of the 
brain tighten amongst themselves, 
almost “closing the gates to infor-
mation”. This tightening impairs 
connectedness with distant areas of 
the brain.

Another interesting fact is that, 
even if someone is unresponsive 
based on behavior, they may be 
fully conscious.

This was shown in a study 
where 15 people were sedated 
and put in a “vegetative state” 

and 15 people were kept 
minimally conscious. It 
was recorded that mini-
mally conscious patients 
do register pain more 
actively than those in a 
“vegetative state”. 

The study mentioned 
above leads me to con-
clude that even if you 
are in a completely veg-
etative state, your brain 
still registers pain, just at 

a reduced pace. 

This means that full uncon-
sciousness is not really a thing. 

Video Game Fast Facts-Minecraft
by Graham England

If you look around the school 
you might catch a glimpse of 
a student playing the famous 
game Minecraft. The game was 
made by the company Mojang 
and was released in 2009 by 
Markus Persson and the first 
version was made in just six 
days. Its first name was “Cave 
Game”. Creepers are one of the 
main characters in Minecraft. A 
creeper can easily be recognized 
by its tall vertical structure; its 
pixelated body covered in a 

range of greens to whites, and four 
legs. Also, the Creeper was made 
by a coding error the code 
was made to be a pig but the 
coder messed up the height of 
the pig and made the monster 
we know and love and most 
people don’t know that at the 
beginning of its conquest. 
Plus, the sound that the hated 
mob “The Ghast” is voiced 
by a sleeping cat. You’re all 
caught up with video game 
facts.
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The December Dog of the 
Month is Dozer. He’s a two year 
old black/white mixed breed. 
Dozer was brought to TAHS by 
the cruelty department. He was 
discovered with a tangled chain 
around his neck and with mul-
tiple severe fly bites on his ears. 
His water was found green, con-
taining algae and leaves. Dozer 
has grown as a character since 
he was brought to the humane 
society. He is goofy and loves 
to exercise. He still gets anxious 

Dozer can be found at the 
Toledo Humane Society. The 
Humane Society is located at 
827 Illinois Ave, Maumee, OH 
43537. Their phone number is 
(419) 891-0705.

but is getting better from time 
to time. Dozer is alright with 
other dogs and great with chil-
dren. He has come a long way 
and I hope he’ll melt your heart 
just as he did mine.

Cat of the Month - Pudge
by Catherine Rhegness

The December Cat of the 
Month is Pudge. He’s a nine-
year-old black/white domestic 
shorthair mix. Pudge is rather 
mellow, preferring to sit back 
and relax during the day. One of 
his favorite things to do is bird 
watching. Pudge is extremely 
gentle and loves younger chil-
dren. In the past, he has lived 
in a household with other dogs 
and cats. He’s one of the sweet-

Pudge can be found at the 
Toledo Humane Society. The 
Humane Society is located at 
827 Illinois Ave, Maumee, OH 
43537. Their phone number is 
(419) 891-0705.

est and kindest cats you’ll meet 
and would make a great addi-
tion to your family.

Trends
by Bellarina Fontana

The top fashion trends for girls 
December:                                            
There are many trends for this 
winter 
but this is one of the 
more popular ones. 
Bell-bottomed jeans are 
coming back fast and 
furious.
The jeans were first 
spotted slowly but then 
out of
nowhere they made 
their big debut during
New York Fashion 

Week. Now they can be 
seen being worn every-
day.

Top fashion trends for 
guys December:
A trend going around is 
tracksuits
A matching pair of 
sweatpants and 
a matching hoodie. 
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Teacher Highlight
An Interview With Mr. Feuerstein
by Ali Sediqe

This month brought controversy 
within the Ottawa Hills Schools 
with Mr. Feuerstein, our be-
loved math teacher. I decided 
to interview him to see what his 
opinion on the topic was.

Ali: So, how are you today?

Mr. Feuerstein: Terrible

Ali: Would 
you like to 
add on to 
this com-
ment?
 
Mr. Feuer-
stein: No

Ali: What is 
your opin-
ion on the 
snow?

Mr. Feuer-
stein: I 
enjoy it… 
for now, 
but when 
January and 
February comes around, I will 
despise it. Especially March.

Ali:Have you tried Cranberry 
Sprite?

Mr. Feuerstein: Yes, the original 
Diet Sprite Cranberry. I drank it 
with LeBron.

Ali: Where is your name from?

Feuerstein: It’s German

Ali: What part of Germany?

Feuerstein: Bavaria

Ali: So the rest of Germany 
hates you?

Feuerstein: I’m okay with it, 
they hate because they’re jeal-
ous.

Ali: What is your opinion on the 
Israel Palestine conflict?

Feuerstein: I wish to exert my 
fifth amendment right.

Ali: What is your opinion on 
math?

Mr. Feuerstein: I enjoy it.

Ali: What type of math do you 
enjoy?

Mr. Feuerstein: I enjoy all types 
of math and all people who 
enjoy it.

Ali: What is your favorite class 
period?

Mr. Feuerstein: First

Ali: Why

Mr. Feuerstein: They are chill.

Ali: What is your favorite type 
of music?

Mr. Feuer-
stein: I love 
Thanksgiv-
ing music

Ali: What is 
your favor-
ite song?

Mr. Feuer-
stein: It’s 
called the 
Thanksgiv-
ing Song 
by Pearl 
Simon.

Ali: What’s 
your favor-
ite movie?

Mr. Feuerstein: Shawshank 
Redemption

Ali: What’s your favorite food?

Mr. Feuerstein: I like Indian 
Food.

Ali: India’s a big country, what 
specific kind of food?
Mr. Feuerstein: Chicken masala, 
tikka masala with naan.

Ali: Who is your favorite actor 
or actress?

Mr. Feuerstein: Matt Damon
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Articles Continued

Ali: What did you want to be 
before you decided to become 
a math teacher?

Mr. Feuerstein: I thought I 
wanted to become a pharma-
cist, it was either between OSU 
or University of Toledo.

Ali: Who is your favorite bas-
ketball player?

Mr. Feuerstein: Kevin Garnett

Ali: What’s your favorite 
Thanksgiving side dish?

Mr. Feuerstein: Last year I 

made this German potato sal-
ad and it was really good.
Ali: Why do you have your 
ALEKS due Thursday instead 
of Friday?

Mr. Feuerstein: So people don’t 
rush to do ALEKS and ruin 
their Friday nights.

Ali: What do you do when you 
get home?

Mr. Feuerstein: I watch and ep-
isode of something on Netflix 
and hang out with my dog.

Ali: Favorite book?

Mr. Feuerstein: Harry Potter 
and Lord of the Rings.

Ali: Favorite place to travel?

Mr. Feuerstein: I like to go to 
the National Parks, but I also 
like Europe.

Ali: Favorite National Park?

Mr. Feuerstein: Carlsbad Cav-
erns in New Mexico.

Ali: Favorite European country?

Mr. Feuerstein: United King-
dom.

An Interview With Mr. Feuerstein Continued...

Last summer, I finished the game
But the very next day, I forgot to save
This year, to save me from jeers
I’ll save it extra special
Last summer, I finished the game
But the very next day, I forgot to save
This year, to save me from jeers
I’ll save it extra special
Once beat it and twice died
I stay distant
But you still steal my time
Tell me, Bowser
Do you really hate me?
Well, it’s been a while
But you don’t surprise me
(Bowser Jr!) You wrapped it up and sent it
With a note saying “I’ll get you,” you meant it
Now I know what I fool I’ve been
But if you did it now
You’d fool me again
Last summer, I finished the game
But the very next day, I forgot to save
This year, to save me from jeers
I’ll save it extra special
Last summer, I finished the game
But the very next day, I forgot to save

This year, to save me from jeers
I’ll save it extra special
An empty room, me with tired eyes
I’m hiding from you, and your fire-breath
My god, I thought you were done with your attacks
Me? I guess I have to do it again.
A face on Bowser with a fire in his breath
A man who killed you once but you beat me this 
time.
Now I found a way to beat you you’ll never kill me 
again.
Last summer, I finished the game
But the very next day, I forgot to save
This year, to save me from jeers
I’ll save it extra special
Last summer, I finished the game
But the very next day, I forgot to save
This year, to save me from jeers
I’ll save it extra special
A face on Bowser with a fire in his breath
A man who killed you once but you beat me this 
time.
Maybe next time I’ll save it extra 
I’ll save it extra special

Christmas Parody - Last Christmas
by Ali Sediqe
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Choose Your Own Adventure
by Riley Cummins


