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News
DIY Christmas Gifts
By Catherine Rhegness

Not all presents have to be 
store bought, you can make 
unique and useful gifts, too!

A cute 
thing 
you can 
make 
for your 
dog is a 
home-
made 
bow 
tie! The 

materials you need for this 
project is fabric, a sewing 
machine, thread, ruler, seam 
gauge, scissors, buttons, pins, 
and an optional hot glue gun. 
You can see the directions at 
http://thehousethatlarsbuilt.
com/2014/12/doggy-bow-tie.
html/

Another easy-to-make gift 
idea are pom pom penguins!  
The materials include a low-
temp hot glue gun, scissors, 

a pom pom maker, knit picks 
brava worsted yarn (black and 
white), felt (golden, strawber-
ry, and smoke), metallic pipe 
cleaners (silver and red), and 
¼” black beads. Visit this 
website to get step-by-step 
directions! https://liagriffith.
com/pom-pom-penguins/?ss-
cid=c1k2_dtidr

The next go to gift is the 
watercolor planters. All you 
need include a terracotta pot, 
sponge paint brush, wonder-
bone bonding primer, white 
acrylic paint, plastic bucket 
of rub, nail polish and a wood 
skewer. The directions are on 
https://www.womansday.com/
home/crafts-projects/a56938/
diy-watercolor-planter/

Are you looking for a new, 
beautiful, and unique phone 
case? Then this gift is for 
you. For this phone case you 
need pressed dried flowers, 

flat, solid white iPhone case, 
clear craft glue, tape, scissors, 
parchment paper, ruler, thin-tip 
permanent markers, timer, 2 
clear plastic cups, 2 wooden 
craft sticks, 50/50 clear-cast-
ing epoxy resin, acetone, 
Q-tips, and optionally glitter. 
Read the steps on
 https://blog.etsy.com/en/diy-
pressed-flower-iphone-case/

Lastly, an elegant gift you can 
make is a snow globe. The 
materials needed are clean 
jars with lids, distilled water, 
glycerin, plastic or ceramic 
animals, trees and/or figurines, 
tinsel glitter, 
epoxy, and 
sandpaper. 
Read the 
step-by-step 
directions on
 https://
thesweete-
stoccasion.

Right to Bear Arms? 
By Owen Krupp
Gun violence has been a hot 
topic many years now but 
has been thrown even more 
into the limelight recently. It 
has had some very big im-
pacts in America especially. 
In 2018, there have been 307 
mass shootings, and in those 
shootings, 113 people were 
either killed or injured. One 
deadly shooting, in particular, 
happened at a concert in Las 
Vegas, and 58 people were 
killed. That brings up another 

discussion: Should guns be al-
lowed in America? The major-
ity of U.S. citizens will answer 
no, U.S. citizens do not need 
guns in their homes. Those 
who believe that citizens have 
the right to bear arms argue 
that guns can be used in good 
ways. These positives include 
hunting, going to gun ranges, 
and many other harmless gun 
activities. In those activities, 
the objective is not to harm 
anyone but accidents may 

occur. All in all, U.S. citizens 
do currently have the right to 
bear arms but guns can and 
should be controlled for the 
safety of Americans and the 
rest of the world.
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Features
Dog of the Month 
Eddie 
By Catherine Rhegness
Eddie is the December Dog of 
the Month! Eddie was brought 
to the humane society through 
the cruelty partner because 
his previous owner became 
extremely sick and was not 
able to take care of me any-
more. Eddie is a mixed breed 
that will grow up to 44 pounds. 
He is 10 months, and 25 days 
old and was brought to the 
humane society on December 
28th. Eddie is playful, great 
with children, and loves to give 

kisses. He is such a sweet 
dog that cares about his 
family just as much as he 
cares about himself. 

The Humane Society is 
located at 826 Illinois Ave, 
Maumee.

Cat of the Month 
Val
By Catherine Rhegness
The December Cat of the 
Month is Val. He is a brown/
black domestic shorthair mix. 
He is only 2 months and 24 
days old. Val may be tiny, but 
he sure is mighty! He is very 
playful, but at the same time 
he is one of the most loving 
cats I know. Val would be a 
great family pet with a lot of 
love and compassion to share.

Located at Petsmart, 27161 
Crossroads Pkwy, Rossford, 
OH.

Quick Facts 
With Collin
By Collin Miller

1. During the Cold 
War, CIA agents 
would communicate 
based on how their 
shoelaces were tied.

2. The Opah, or 
Lampris Guttatus, 
is the only known 
warm-blooded fish in 
the world.

3. In 2002, more 
people were killed by 
dogs than sharks in 
the past 100 years.

4. The main difference 
between hares and 
rabbits is that hares 
are born with hair and 
can see while bunnies 
are born without fur 
and can’t see.

5. The word “almost” 
is the longest English 
word to have all the 
letters in alphabetical 
order.

Ottawa Hills Social Media Use
By Niki Malkepour 
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2018 Wrap Up
Celebrities We Lost
By Riley “Thursday” Cummins
Every year the world, unfortunately, loses many greats who 
dedicated their lives to their passions. We believe it is import-
ant to take some time to remember them and their success. 
This article will highlight a few of celebrities who passed this 
year. They have all made their own unique impact on others 
and their memories will continue that impact.

2018 Top 25
By Anastasia Rea
This year so many amazing 
things happened. We didn’t even 
know how to rank them because 
they were all so awesome! So, in 
no particular order, here are pop 
culture’s Top 25 things of 2018!!

• Fortnite Dances
• Avengers Infinity War
• Thank You, Next by Ariana 

Grande (song & music video)
• Ariana Grande and Pete Da-

vidson engagement & break 
up

• Boston Red Sox win the 
World Series

• The Incredibles II
• Ottawa Hills ranked #1 school 

in the state of Ohio
• Meghan Markle married into 

the Royal Family & pregnancy
• Black Panther 
• Flossing
• 100 year anniversary of WWI
• Happier by Marshmello & 

Bastille
• Tanacon
• Chloe Kim became the 

youngest woman to win a 
medal on halfpipe snow-
boarding

• Ralph Breaks the Internet
• Bohemian Rhapsody
• The Middle by Maren Morris
• Nicki Minaj & Cardi B fight
• Cardi B & Offset divorce
• Beyonce at Coachella
• Kanye visits White House
• Justin Bieber got married
• Raccoon scales skyscraper
• Yodeling Kid
• 3 Kardashians had babies 

(Stormi, True, Chicago)

Which events make your list?

Stephen Hillenburg
Known best as the man who created 
SpongeBob, Stephen Hillenburg passed 
away Nov. 6th, 2018 from Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, also known as ALS. He was 57. 
Stephen Hillenburg will forever be re-
membered by cartoonists, family, friends, 
and every kid who tuned into SpongeBob 
on Nov. 7th. Before the episodes began, 
there was a moment of silence for Ste-
phen.

Stan Lee
Stan Lee, comic book writer, editor, 
and publisher passed away on Nov. 
17th, 2018 from natural causes. This 
day will be remembered by all Marvel 
fans, and it has been rumored that in 
the next Marvel movie they will have a 
moment in the beginning and ending 
to remember Stan Lee and all he has 
created.

Stephen Hawking
Stephen Hawking, inspirational scien-
tist legend passed away on March 14th, 
2018 from natural causes. He wrote sev-
eral popular science books including “A 
Brief History of Time.” He has appeared 
in many different films and television 
shows as well. He was 76 years old.

XXXTentacion
XXXTentacion was a famous rapper 
who died on June 18th, 2018 of 
an assassination. His music is still 
being released and listened to by 
people all over the world. His social 
medias are run by his family and 
still active to this day.
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Culture

THE LEGEND OF KRAMPUS
By Riley “Thursday” Cummins
Krampus has been around 
for centuries now, ever since 
1896, showing up through 
media and many different 
novels. His popularity has 
grown higher and high-
er. There is even a movie 
out about him if you wan-
na check it out, ‘Krampus’ 
(2015). If you do not know 
who or what Krampus is, let 
me explain it to you. Kram-
pus, also known as the shad-
ow of Saint Nicholas, does 
not give...he takes. Instead 
of spreading laughter and 
cheer, he spreads sadness 
and darkness.

 It has been said that if all 

Christmas spirit is lost, in-
stead of Saint Nicholas, 
Krampus will come. Many 
different things have been 
said and every culture has 
their own version of what 
Krampus does, but the same 
themes are present: sad-
ness, darkness, and fear. 
He not only takes presents 
but everything you have. He 
is not a being of happiness 
and comes straight from the 
depths of all that is evil with 
intentions to drag you down 
with him, along with your 
family.
 
So with all that being said, do 
not forget to spread holiday 

cheer, because if all faith 
and hope are lost for Christ-
mas, the same could be lost 
for you. If you don’t believe 
in Christmas, it’s fine. Just 
don’t forget the true meaning 
of Christmas, or the winter 
holiday season, or Krampus 
could be coming for you and 
everything you have next! 

ELF: Hot or Not?
By Ali Sediqe
I know I already have another 
hot or not in this issue, but I’m 
a person. I can make my own 
decision. So Elf, it’s a holiday 
classic, automatically gets a 
“hot”, there, article done. Now 
wait a second, this is going in 
a newspaper, it needs to be 

5-7 sentences and 
include my 100% 
unbiased opinion. 
Elf is a Christmas 
classic, and one of 
Will Ferrell’s biggest 

movies to date. One of my 
favorite scenes is where he 
gets drunk and is dancing 
in the mailroom. Classic. I 
personally Elf did great on 
casting, character devel-
opment and plot. I mean, 
who would have thought of 
being an elf, but you’re not, 
and then trying to find your 
dad but falling in love, then 
saving Santa. With the great 
plot, characters, and more, I 
certify Elf as HOT. While you 
go on reading the rest of the 
articles, bye, good luck find-
ing your dad.

Michael Buble: Hot or Not?
By Ali Sediqe
On this months edition of 
“Hot or Not”, we will de-
termine whether Michael 
Buble’s Christmas album is 
Hot, or Not. Quick disclaimer, 
it is not the holiday itself but 
the album by Michael Buble. 
This album features covers 
of many classic Christmas 
songs, but this time with 
the smooth singing Michael 
Buble at the helm. Some of 
these classics include Jin-
gle Bells, White Christmas, 
Santa Claus is Coming to 
Town, and many more (19 
songs in total). While I be-
lieve his voice his great, I felt 
like he also could have done 
something more original, as 
most everything he does is a 
cover. He makes up for this 
with his beautiful voice, and 

star-studded tal-
ent singing with 
him, like Shania 
Twain, The Pup-
pini Sisters, and 
Thalia. I person-
ally am a big believer of voice 
over song, so I put Michael 
Buble in the same section as 
Queen, corgis, the sun, and a 
California summer, as HOT.
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Opinion
Is Talent Really A Thing?!
By Carlo Carrubba
Is talent really a thing? Do our 
rivals have an unfair advantage 
because of genetics or is it just 
because of their constant drive 
to get better? And the question 
no one wants to answer… do 
they care more than us? To an-
swer your question, let us look 
into the lives of some of the 
most talented *excuse me*... 
driven athletes of all time…
    First up, is Michael Phelps. I 
researched him because of the 
drive he demonstrated while 
swimming, but also the fact 
that many say he had many 
physical advan-
tages that helped 
him to perform 
at an elite lev-
el. I looked on a 
website called 
“thoughtco.com” 
just for a specta-
tor’s point of view. 
The person who 
wrote this article, 
Chris Adams, 
says Michael had “more than 
a few physical advantages” in 
the pool. It also says that Mi-
chael is 6’4”, and has an arm 
span of 6’7”. We can all agree 
that this is a longer than aver-
age arm span.  
    However, Phelps does have 
some disadvantages, too. He 
is “on the spectrum” for Mar-
fan’s syndrome. The symptoms 
of Marfan’s are a wingspan 
that is disproportionately long 
compared to your height. An-
other one is disproportionately 
long fingers. The last, most 
common one is a breastbone 
pointing inward or outward. 
This disease could be fatal if 

leakage to the vessels that 
lead to the heart is caused.
    The second source I looked 
at was a video of Michael 
Phelps’ 200 butterfly.  The 
first thing I noticed was the 
grit all of the swimmers had. 
Especially one of them, whose 
name is Tom Shields. He still 
finished almost a second after 
Michael Phelps, but he was 
right beside him the whole 
race. I could see that even 
though Shield’s tempo was 
much faster than Michael 
Phelps’, Phelps put more 

power into his stroke, and 
therefore, flew ahead of Tom. 
This was still not the area of 
his swimming career in which 
he peaked, but his time was 
a 1:54:84. I would say he 
triumphs in endurance races 
most of all. To go on to prove 
my point, Shields did manage 
to beat him in the 100 fly, by 
0.01 second. This proves to 
us all that no one is unbeat-
able.
    Now, to look at how much 
work Phelps put in each 
day… Michael trains around 
5-6 HOURS a day. So, even 
though his body helps him 
to swim faster, it does come 

down to resolve in the end. 
    The second person I will 
look at is Cristiano Ronal-
do. Ronaldo started playing 
soccer for a local team at 
the age of 7.  He trains about 
3-4 hours a day and includes 
all kinds of workouts in his 
training time. Some of these 
are cardio, sprinting at high 
intensity, and, finally, some 
technique exercises to im-
prove control of the ball, and 
skills on the field. He has won 
countless awards and is now 
playing for my favorite team, 

Juventus. Juventus 
did pay a big sum 
to obtain Cristiano, 
but the shirts that 
were sold, because 
of Ronaldo, paid off 
the expenses. This 
soccer star does not 
have any physical 
advantages on the 
field. He does have 
one disadvantage, 

though. At age 15, he was 
diagnosed with a “racing 
heart”. He had to have a sur-
gery which saved him, and his 
soccer career. 
    Cristiano Ronaldo said that 
it isn’t enough for him to be 
the greatest in Portugal, but 
that he wants to be the great-
est of all time. After he retires, 
he stated that he would look 
to see if he is one of the great-
est, and thinks that he will 
certainly be there. There is not 
much left to say about Cristia-
no, other than the fact that he 
is a person who has proved 
that hard work 
Continued on pg 8...
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Editorials
Christmas Carol Parodies
By Ali Sediqe and Anastasia Rea
All I Want For Exam Week
(to the tune of All I Want For Christ-
mas Is You)
I don’t really care about grades
That are on PowerSchool
I just wanna a good exam
Just so I can get the new smash
I just want to barely pass
So I won’t get grounded 
Make it real easy
All I want for exam week, is a B I 
don’t really care about grades
There is just one grade I want
I don’t care about the homework
That I shove into my bags
I don’t need an A on a quiz
Just to boast to my friends
Good grades won’t make me happy
With an A in history
I just want an ok grade
More than I could ever do
Teacher, Teacher, Please
All I want for exam week, is a B 
I don’t even care about grades
I won’t even try to study
I’m just gonna keep on trying
To pull of a miracle
I don’t even give a care
To the state test designers
I won’t even stay awake
To pull off a real  high “A”
Cause I  just want to sleep tonight
Knowing that I’m not grounded
What more can I do
All I want for exam week, is a B
All my hopes are fading
Like the chances of an “A”
And the sound of children’s
Good grades everywhere
And everyone is cheering
I hear those grades ringing
Santa won’t you bring me the grade I 
really need
Won’t you please bring a B to me
I don’t want a lot of success
There’s one thing I’m asking for
I just wanna see a B

I’m Dreaming Of A Citrus Christmas
(to the tune of I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas)
I’m dreaming of some juicy citrus
One that’s round enough to throw
Where the juice glistens and it appeals your vision
To see that beautiful orange glow
I’m dreaming of some juicy citrus
One that’s round enough to throw
Where the juice glistens and it appeals your vision
To see that beautiful orange glow
I’m dreaming of some juicy citrus
Lots of lemons that for lemonade are just right
May your limes be kept in a container that’s airtight
And may all your citrus fruit be ripe
I’m dreaming of some juicy citrus,
One that’s round enough to throw
May your limes be kept in a container that’s airtight
And may all your citruses be ripe
I’m dreaming of some juicy citrus
Lots of lemons that for lemonade are just right
May your limes be kept in a container that’s airtight
And may all your citruses be ripe
May your limes be 
kept in a container 
that’s airtight
And may all your cit-
ruses be ripe
And may all your cit-
ruses be ripe
And may all your cit-
ruses be ripe
And may all 
your citruses be 
riiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiipe!

On my latest math exam
I just want an ok grade
More than I could ever do
Teacher, teacher, please
All I want for exam week, is a B (5x)



Cont.
Talent cont.
permits dreams to come true. 
To follow that up, I do not 
think this person had a talent 
in early ages but worked hard 
to acquire his amazing soccer 
skills. You may think Cristia-
no was a natural born soccer 
player, but really, he built him-
self to be one by training. 
    And, last but not least… 
The King, LeBron James. 
I have researched LeBron 
because of his reputation as 
a hard worker, to prove to you 
all that if you want something 
bad enough, you can get it. 
Here is a quote from LeBron’s 
former Coach, Mike Brown: 
“He puts more time in than 
most anybody in the league,
 in my opinion, That right there 
is a guy that understands ‘if 
I’m going to be the greatest 
ever, I can’t take a day off, a 
playoff.’” Mike also says that 
LeBron usually left after sun-
down, and was the last player 
to leave the court.

Time isn’t going to make 
you the best by itself if that’s 
what you expected. You have 
to include the right training. 
James, for example, when still 
playing for the Cavs, utilized 
their shooting coach, Chris 
Jent.  There aren’t many peo-
ple that train with LeBron’s in-
tensity, and work ethic, there-
fore, there aren’t many who 
are built with his physique. 
He is yet another example of 
one wants to win, always. His 
desire to win has made him 
the basketball player that he 
is. So, this person worked to 
get to this level of playing, he 
was not born this way.

So, if you ask me wheth-
er talent is real, I would say 
“depends”.  Talent is overrat-
ed. Talent is what you make 
it. It could be a physique that 
makes you swim faster, less 
lactic acid in your muscles, 
getting taller than other peo-

ple, or starting at an early 
age. Talent could also not 
exist. If you think Michael 
Phelps got out of the water 
after breaking a world record 
and said “Wow that was 
the easiest thing I have ever 
done in my life”, you are 
wrong. As this article proves, 
all athletes work hard to be 
the best. They put in count-
less hours of work, of sweat, 
of pain, of sacrifice. Then 
finally, when they achieve 
their goal, it’s back to the 
lab again. So, hang in there. 
Keep working. 

Now, for the big question, I 
am set to answer… is talent 
really a thing? 

No. Not to me.

Peace out.
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Gingerbread Men Contest
This month, BearPause hosted its first ever “Gingerbread Man” decora-
tion contest. Students were given the opportunity to tkae a gingerbread 
man outline and decorate it however they preferred. We loved the out-
burst of creativity and joy these gingerbread men bought to our hallway! 

We had some outstanding applicants but could only pick one winner. For 
winning the contest, a Starbucks giftcard and holiday goodie bakset will 
be provided. The winner of the BearPause 2018 Gingerbread Man con-
test is:

Well there could only be one winner, we had many beautiful gingerbread men that we just had to 
share! We hope you enjoy them too!

Happy Starbucks 
Gingerbread Man
- Annika Padhye

Thank you so much 
Annika!


