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Important 
Dates

12/2 Hanukkah 
        starts
12/7 Pearl Harbor 
        Remembrance 
        Day
12/21 End of 2nd 
        Quarter/ 
        1st Semester
12/24 - 1/4 Winter 
        Break
12/25 Christmas
12/26 Kwanzaa 
         starts

Inside

CONTEST ALERT
The holidays are coming Ottawa Hills! Are you in the spirit yet? Let us help out by 
creating gingerbread people to line the halls this season. To enter this competi-
tion grab a template and get drawing, decorating, anything you want to do to the 
template. Cut it out and hand them into Ms. Underwood by 12/17/18. And did 
we mention the awesome prize? A $10 Starbucks Gift Card and a holiday baking 
basket! So get going and watch the giant cookie pan in the hall for your ginger-
bread! 

By the way….. You can totally make more than one to up your chances of win-
ning! Extra templates are on the Bear Pause stand next to Ms. Underwood’s 
office. 
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News

A palindrome is a word that 
is the same when read back-
wards.
How is footstool a palindrome?

You are given time to win a 
prize with 22 more people. The 
leader tells you that there is a 
switch room with two switches 
labeled a and b that are both 
off. To win the prize, anyone of 
you can tell me that everyone 
visited the switch room. How 
can you plan with your other 
22 teammates to accomplish 
this? Also, note you will lose 
communication with your team-
mates and then the picking 
starts. There can be repeats of 
one person. Good luck!

Turn me on my side, I am ev-
erything. Cut me in half and I 
am nothing. What am I?

You have an 11-minute hour-
glass and a 7-minute hour-
glass. How do you boil an egg 
for 15 minutes?

You have 9 bags of gold each 
with 10 pieces of gold in it, but 
one bag has fake gold. They 
all look the same and the only 
difference is that the fake gold 
weighs 1.1 gram while real gold 
weighs 1 gram. With a very ac-
curate scale you can only use 
once, how can you discover 
which bag has fake gold?

Riddles

When is homework not home-
work?

What building has the most 
stories?

Brainteasers & 
Riddles
By Michael Lin

Queen: Hot or Not?
By Ali Sediqe
With a new movie 
about Queen, Bo-
hemian Rhapsody, 
out this month, it 
would only be fitting 
to hava an article on 
Queen, the band. 
This month, I will 
determine if Queen 
is hot or not. First 
of, I want to say I’m 
determining whether 
the band is hot or 
not, not the movie. 
So Queen, known 
for their many mas-
terpieces, including 
Bohemian Rhap-
sody, We Will Rock 
You, We are the 
Champions, Another 

One Bites the Dust, Ra-
dio Ga Ga, and many 
more. They were one 
of the most success-
ful and famous bands 
then and now. Led by 
lead singer Mr. Fahr-
enheit himself, Freddie 
Mercury the band was 
unstoppable. Also in 
the band was Roger 
Taylor, the drummer, 
Brian May, the man on 
the keyboard, and John 
Deacon, the guitar guy. 
There most famous 
and best selling album, 
News of the World 
sold over 10 million 
copies. One of their 
most famous songs, 

Bohemian Rhapso-
dy was a creative 
masterpiece. The 
used many unusual 
instruments and 
methods in record-
ing it. It became a 
hit and we’re still 
humming the tune 
today. Same goes 
for many of their 
other songs. We 
Will Rock You is still 
and stadium an-
them today. With all 
this, I certify Queen 
as HOT.

The Meaning Behind Thanksgiving
By Aava Paudel
An American holi-
day of Thanksgiving 
is celebrated every 
year on the fourth 
Thursday in Novem-
ber. This, being an 
autumn festive holi-
day, we recognize it 
as the main season 
for harvesting crops.

On this day Amer-
icans gather with 
friends and family to 

spend time together 
and give thanks. The 
most famous feast of 
Thanksgiving dinner is 
roasted turkey, a large 
bird native to North 
America, cooked with 
a mix of celery, bread, 
onions and spices in 
within itself. 

Most families follow the 
traditional Thanksgiv-
ing traditions, howev-

er, there are many 
things that have 
evolved over the 
years. Some families 
travel great distanc-
es across the states 
to be with the family 
to enjoy the spirit of 
Thanksgiving.

Continued on page 
5.
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Features
Restaurant of the Month- Schmuckers’s
By Catherine Rhegness
Schmucker’s is a great 
place to go if you’re 
looking for somewhere 
to go with your family 
and delicious food at all 
the different times of the 
day. Harvey and Nola 
Schmucker opened 
Schmucker’s dairy bar 
in 1948 focusing on pies 
and ice cream made by 
Nola. Their son Allen 
worked with his parents 
in the early years and 
took over with his wife 
Alice. He changed the 
name to Schmucker’s 
Restaurant and served 
breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner. They had three 
children Tim, Doug, 

and Judy. When Al-
len died, Doug took 
on Schmucker’s full 
time. Co- Owner Doug 
Schmucker strongly be-
lieves the way they are 
staying connected to 
Schmucker’s dairy bar 
has been a huge factor 
in success. “We’re not 
trendy, not a national 
chain you can find in 
every city. We offer real 
home cooking. I know 
a lot of national chains 
claim that, but when 
I have someone here 
hand-peeling potatoes, 
chopping French fries, 
and making pies every 
day, I think that gives 

‘home cooking’ a better 
definition compared 
to what you’d get at 
a chain,” says Doug 
Schmucker.  Schmuck-
ers has served three 
whole generations of 
customers. One of my 
favorite things to get 
there is their breakfast 
burrito. The break-
fast burrito is stuffed 
with scrambled eggs, 
cheddar cheese, and 
sausage topped with 
salsa and sour cream 
on the side. I also like 
their cheeseburgers and 
fries. Rich in flavor, they 
come out hot and fresh. 
Another favorite of mine 

is definitely their home-
made pancakes. These 
pancakes are very big 
and fluffy. I recommend 
the pancakes with syrup 
drizzled on top. My fa-
vorite side to get is their 
bacon. The warm ba-
con, right off the skillet, 
crispy and crunchy is 
delicious. To top every-
thing off, I recommend 
a slice of vanilla peanut 
butter pie. This pie is 
very soft and creamy. I 
highly recommend this 
restaurant if you want 
a fun time and scrump-
tious food.

Dog of the Month - York
By Catherine Rhegness
York is the November 
Dog of the Month. He is 
a copper colored mixed 
breed. York is 2 years 
and 14 months old and 
was brought to the 
humane society through 
a cruelty investigation 
on November 
2nd because 
he was found 
abandoned in 
a garage. Fully 
grown, he will 
be up to 44 
pounds. York 
has no bite his-
tory. He loves 
to going on 

walks and is playful, but 
is still very lovable and 
always wants to give 
you kisses. He would 
be a great addition to 
anyone’s family that 
will show him love and 
compassion.

Cat of the Month - Toes
By Catherine Rhegness
Toes is the November 
Cat of the Month. He is a 
white and brown Domes-
tic Shorthair. He is three 
years and eleven days old 
and was brought to the 
humane society on No-
vember 5th. Toes is cur-
rently 11 pounds and does 
not have any 
bite history. He 
was brought in 
through a cruelty 
investigation and 
is looking for a 
home where he 
will be loved and 
played with. Toes 
would be a great 

addition to any family 
with his playful attitude 
and warm heart full of 
love.

The Humane Society 
can be reached at (419) 
891.0705 and is locat-
ed at 827 Illinois Ave, 
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Sports
Superstitions - Writing’s on the Ball
Superstitions in sports
By Catherine Rhegness
 It is very common for 
a professional athlete to 
have crazy superstitions 
before they play. Such 
as the 23 gram slam ti-
tle winner Serena Wil-
liams. Serena has to tie 
her shoelaces a certain 
way, bring her shower 
sandals onto the court, 
bounce the tennis ball 
five times for her first 
serve and twice for her 
second. 

Tennis legend, Rafael 
Nadal, also has many 
superstitions. He 
always has to cross the 
baseline with his right 
foot and waits for the 
other player to cross 
during changeovers 
then crosses the side-
line with his right foot. 

One of the strangest 
superstitions is creat-
ed by the basketball 
star, Mike Bibby. Mike 
has to clip his finger-
nails during timeouts. 
Larry Walker, a retired 
right fielder, has many 

strange superstitions 
involving the number 
three. His jersey number 
was “33”, got married to 
his wife on November 
3rd at 3:33 P.M., took 
practice swings in multi-
ples of threes, and set his 
alarm for 33 past past the 
hour. 

Children athletes also 
have superstitions. Ali 
Sediqe has lucky socks 
that he wears to every 
soccer game. Soccer star, 
Annika Padhye, picks a 
four leaf clover before 
every game. Another 
student with supersti-
tions is Owen Krupp. 
He always has to chew 
gum. Karsten Huber has 
a couple different super-
stitions. Karsten thinks 
about how he can be a 
team player and think of 
a variety of hockey plays. 

Michael Lin says he 
prefers a morale talk 
before a chess match to 
get him excited and into 
the game. Sporty, Sami 

Lorenzen, gets nervous 
before a game. Hock-
ey player, Caelan Rea, 
dresses differently than 
his teammates and puts 
his hockey pads on 
differently. Student ath-
lete, Emma Hsu, does 
team chants before a 
game. 

Karate master, An-
drew Sturtz, stretches 
and warms up before 
a karate match. Foot-
ball player, Charlie 
Merrill, says a prayer 
and thanks the gods 
for letting him to play 
and have fun. Also, he 
kisses his helmet right 
before football games. 
Athlete, Emme Demilt, 
cannot say anything 
bad about the other 
team. 

Lastly, James Sprott 
always has to eat a 
steak before a game. 
Many athletes have 
superstitions that will 
stick with them for 
a lifetime to come. 

Quick Facts 
With Collin
By Collin Miller

Quick Fact 1: The first re-
sponders to accidents in 
high-speed motorcycle races 
in Northern Ireland are mo-
torcycle doctors. They travel 
at speeds upwards of 180 
mph to get to the scene.

Quick fact 2: A teen injected 
himself with mercury at least 
three times in an attempt to 
convert his bones to metal 
after seeing X-men Origins: 
Wolverine. He also inten-
tionally got bitten by spiders 
multiple times in an attempt 
to become like Spiderman.

Quick Fact 3: There is an 
annual lying competition in 
England, where people com-
pete to see who can tell the 
biggest and most convincing 
lie. Politicians and lawyers 
are actually banned from 
competing.

Quick Fact 4: Mike the head-
less chicken survived for 28 
months after his head had 
been chopped off, eventually 
dying after choking to death 
on a piece of food.

Quick Fact5: The loudest 
sound to ever be recorded on 
earth was the explosion of the 
Krakatoa volcano. The explo-
sion could be clearly heard 
3,000 miles away. The wave of 
air pressure created traveled 
around the earth 3 and a half 
times.
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Culture
The History of Thanksgiving
By Camey Jay
Today when we think of 
Thanksgiving, we think 
of the family gather-
ing, where there is lots 
of food, laughter, and 
sometimes music. What 
we don’t put much 
thought into is the his-
tory.

Thanksgiving was not 
originally a holiday. It 
started in England when 
the Pilgrims grew tired 
of religious persecution. 
They later got on a boat 
called the Mayflower, 
and settled in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts. A Native 
American tribe called 
Wampanoag helped the 
Pilgrims by teaching 
them to grow crops, 
hunt and dance. 

After the Pilgrims first 
successful harvest they 
wanted to thank the 
Native Americans. To 

thank them, they host-
ed a party in 1621 and 
invited the Wampanoag 
chief Massasoit and 90 
other Native Americans 
to a three day festival. At 
the festival they danced, 
hunted, and ate. 

The food they had is 
very different from the 
food we have now. They 
did not have things 
such as pumpkin pie 
and potatoes. They had 
cranberries, but they 
did not know how to 
put it into a sauce yet. 
The Native Americans 
killed seven deer for 
the pilgrims, so venison 
was also on their menu, 
however they did not 
have turkeys for their 
meal. This festival later 
became known as the 
First Thanksgiving. 
In 1789, George Wash-
ington announced the 

first Thanksgiving holi-
day. This happened on 
November 26th, 1789, 
but Thanksgiving did 
not become an annual 
holiday until the 19th 
century. In 1827, Sarah 
Josepha Hale, who is 
known for writing the 
nursery rhyme Mary 
Had a Little Lamb, was 
inspired by Diary of a 
Pilgrim to create a cam-
paign to make Thanks-
giving a national holiday. 
This campaign lasted for 
30 years. She published 
many recipes including 
some for pumpkin pie, 
turkey, and stuffing. 
In 1863, Abraham 
Lincoln announced the 
nation would celebrate 
Thanksgiving every year 
on the last Thursday 
of November. In 1939, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
moved Thanksgiving up 
one week to give more 

time for people to go 
Christmas shopping. 
The people has refused 
to honor FDR’s declara-
tion. Two years later he 
admitted that he made 
a mistake and signed a 
bill that made the fourth 
Thursday in Novem-
ber the official day of 
Thanksgiving. 

George H.W. Bush 
granted the first official 
pardon to a turkey in 
1989, and every year 
since the Presidents 
following has pardoned 
one or two turkeys a 
year to retirement on a 
farm instead of on the 
dinner table. 

This is how we have 
made it to today’s mod-
ern Thanksgiving. 

The Meaning Behind Thanksgiving Cont.
By Aava Paudel
There’s a lot more hap-
pening beyond the 
Thanksgiving table and 
the spirit of thanksgiv-
ing. There are parades 
held in towns across 
the United States, races 
named “Turkey Trot” are 
held in cities and towns 
and so much more. 

There are, however, 
individual(s) that are 
not able to celebrate this 
great day. Charities and 
communities organize 
food drives to help these 
individuals also have 

a lovely holiday. These 
donations are kindly 
accepted since of course, 
this is a holiday for giv-
ing thanks. 

Since America is a 
melting pot of cultures, 
there are many families 
that have their own way 
of celebrating this joyful 
holiday, of course with 
their own twist. Thanks-
giving, as cited by many 
sources, isn’t a religious 
matter (though it could 
be), but is more cen-
tered towards gratitude. 

Thanksgiving is a day 
where you thank people 
that have had the most 
impact on your life. It’s 
a day where you show 
gratitude towards people 
you love and show them 
that you care. 

Although you could 
do this any other day, 
Thanksgiving is also a 
day with lots of family 
reunions. Some people 
don’t get to see their 
family as much as others 
do, and Thanksgiving is 
a chance to do that. It’s a 

day where many are free 
of worries and surround-
ed by love.
    
Thanksgiving is a na-
tional holiday dedicated 
to gratitude and respect 
for others. On this day 
we are bringing all our 
friends and families to-
gether and showing them 
our love, respect, and 
gratitude. This holiday 
has been proven to be an 
important part of Amer-
ican culture, bringing us 
all together as a nation.
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Opinion
A Star is Born: Movie Review
By Riley “Thursday” Cummins

(SPOILER WARNING)

I went to go see ‘A Star 
is Born’ with one of 
my friends expecting 
something simple, a 
rock and roll movie with 
Lady Gaga as the lead. 
I was right! It is indeed a 
rock and roll movie, or a 
music movie if you will. 
Except there was this 
underlying element that 
I was quite surprised to 
discover upon watching 
it…

Summary:

The lead singer of his 
band, Jack (Bradley 
Cooper), is very popu-
lar. Upon meeting Ally 
(Lady Gaga) he imme-
diately sees potential 
in her as a songwriter 
and an artist and falls 
in love with her. As 
Ally’s career grows and 
grows over time, Jack 
sends his own career 
into a downward spiral. 
Right off the bat at the 
beginning, it is clear 
that Jack has some 
serious issues. From the 
opening shot alone he 
is seen drinking be-
fore he goes on stage. 
This basically set the 
tone for how little Jack 
cared about his health 
and how he has some 
problems. After meeting 
Ally, he begins to see 
the lighter things in life. 
They go on tour togeth-
er and fall madly in love. 
However, he continues 
to abuse alcohol and 

now drugs. Ally quickly 
picks up on this and 
encourages him to get 
help. Jack ignores Ally’s 
request and continues 
to perform live with his 
band and Ally. Up to 
this point, we have al-
ready seen how violent 
Jack can get when he 
is on what he is on. Ally 
decides to take matters 
into her own hands and 
sign him up for a rehab 
center, where he spends 
all day there and learns 
to not abuse alcohol 

and drugs. Jack begins 
to see improvement. 
Ally arrives to pick up 
Jack and take him back 
home (they also have a 
dog forgot to mention 
that). Jack is still strug-
gling a lot with his ad-
diction. Since Ally is so 
focused on her career 
as an artist right now, 
she doesn’t immediately 
realize this. Before you 
notice this, it’s too late 
and the story takes a 
tragic turn.

My Thoughts:

I feel that this is the 
most powerful cine-
matic experience I have 
viewed since Assas-
sination Nation. The 
way they illustrate his 
decent as an artist and 
Ally’s assent as an artist 
is quite beautiful. The 
connection that Jack 
and Ally have is very 
real and grounded. The 
music was absolutely 
phenomenal. I hope to 
see Lady Gaga in future 

films, she is an incredi-
ble actress. There were 
some flaws, however. 
Some scenes dragged 
on a little bit and felt 
a little bit boring while 
watching them. The cin-
ematography was nice 
though. Really enjoyed 
the concert scenes.

I also feel that the main 
message in this film is 
honestly, to get help 
when you need it. Ally 
encouraged Jack to get 
help and go to rehab 

which he did to get 
better, but even then 
it was still too late. I’m 
not saying that Ally was 
in the wrong here for 
not helping him sooner, 
all I’m saying is that if 
you feel someone is in 
immediate danger, or 
you know someone is 
abusing drugs or alco-
hol, talk to someone. 
There is nothing wrong 
with getting help.

 4/5 Stars!

“Look, talent comes 
everywhere, but having 
something to say and 
a way to say it so that 
people listen to it, that’s 
a whole other bag. And 
unless you get out and 
you try to do it, you’ll 
never know. That’s just 
the truth. And there’s 
one reason we’re sup-
posed to be here is to 
say something so peo-
ple want to hear. So you 
got to grab it, and you 
don’t apologize, and 
you don’t worry about 
why they’re listening, or 
how long they’re going 
to be listening for, you 
just tell them what you 
want to say.”

- Jack
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Editorials
Is Immortality Really a Thing?
By Carlo Carrubba
The only beings that are 
known to have a sneak 
peak at what it is to be 
immortal are probably 
older than the Earth 
itself. They also have 
only a “sneak peak” of a 
brain. 

One of these beings is 
a Tardigrade, which has 
a brain that connects 
to its dorsal area, and 
has the basic 
components to 
move, and stay 
balanced.

There are more 
than 700 spe-
cies of this 
indestructible 
microbe and 
most scientists 
say they came to be 520 
to 100 million years ago. 
This creature is also 
known as a water bear. 
It has eight legs, and is 
found active in moistur-
ized environments, such 
as moss and lichens. 
These beings might be 
the toughest beings on 
earth, as they can sur-
vive years and years of 
dehydration, air depri-
vation, and radiation at 
mass levels AND EVEN 
OUTER SPACE!!! 

To survive dehydration, 
this microbe shrivels 
up into a microscopic 
ball of dust, and “re-
suscitates” when the 
environment conditions 
improve. It does the 
same in outer space, 
and radiation as well. 
This microbe is certainly 

tougher than me, and 
will outlive us all. 

The Tardigrade also 
has quite a few movie 
references. Such as in 
“Ant Man & The Wasp” 
(they are seen several 
times in the Quantum 
Realm), also, documen-
taries, and videos about 
Tardigrades have been 
made. 

The next being that can 
be classified as having 
some kind of immor-
tality is a Flatworm.  
Flatworms don’t die 
easily: If you cut them, 
they will just regener-
ate.  Their regeneration 
abilities are most likely 
due to the large per-
centage of stem cells in 
their bodies. They also 
reproduce, every 5 to 
ten days, by dividing 
themselves. They split 
off a part of their body, 
and allow it to regen-
erate into a new worm. 
80% of these beings are 
parasitic.

 As for a brain, this 
worm has a brain which 
contains two lobes. 
They are somewhat 
capable of learning, and 
remembering, and the 

brain itself 
regen-
erates. 
Flatworms 
have eyes 
also. Their eyes are 
sensitive to the light, 
so they prefer to stay 
in dark areas of the sea 
during the day. 

My next creature works 
kind of like a Flatworm 
(it splits). You may have 
been stung by it. The 
Jellyfish is a majestic 
creature but, do not 
get close to it, as you 
will have intense burn-
ing pain for a couple 
of hours, (some carry 
a fatal sting) and you 
won’t forget one second 
of your painful experi-
ence. I have been stung 
before. That’s how I 
learned not to get close 
to a Jellyfish. 

Other than their stings, 
Jellyfish are pretty cool! 
And old. They have 
been around for 650 
million years, which 
makes them the oldest 
multicellular creature 
on the planet!! Jellyfish 
may be mistaken for the 
adjective in their name, 
fish. Surprisingly, they 

are not fish. They are 
classified as plankton! It 
is useful for the Jellyfish 
to be able to clone(split) 
themselves, as this 
makes them almost 
immortal!

 These majestic crea-
tures don’t have a 
heart, lungs, or a brain. 
They are bloodless, so 
a heart would be use-
less. Their skin absorbs 
oxygen, so lungs would 
be useless. A brain 
would also have no use 
because of the way they 
perceive information of 
their surroundings: a 
nerve just below their 
epidermis. 

So, if you ask me, 
immortality is real. But 
to an extent. And, for 
those of you that want 
to know the key to im-
mortality…

All of the creatures that 
we talked about had 
either no brain, or a very 
basic, and oblivious 
one. So it looks to me, 
as if the key to immor-
tality is stupidity.

Remember, it is not 
about how much time 
you have, but about 
how much of yourself 
you put into your time.

Peace out


